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Recommendation Response Issues/Comments 

1. That regulation 48 of the Corrections Regulations 2009 be 
revoked. 

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

2. That Corrections Victoria (CV) review and revise the 
proposed new edition of the Corrections Administration 
Permits, Rehabilitation and Transition Permits, and 
Interstate Leave of Absence Guidelines in light of the 
recommendations in this report. 

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

Suggestion 1 

That CV consider whether Dhurringile Prison should require 
prisoners to apply for a C2 rating separately to and before any 
application for a permit or program that allows them to leave 
the prison to undertake any activity in the community without 
an escort. 

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

3. That CV commission research specifically on the impact of 
its Community Assistance Permits and Physical Fitness 
Permits on recidivism. 

Support   

4. That CV recommence the football program and other 
custodial community permit activities that have been 
suspended subject to implementing the changes 
recommended below. 

Support in 
principle 

In addition to change recommended by the Review, offenders 
convicted of a category one offence under the Sentencing Act 
1991 or manslaughter will no longer be eligible for the team 
sports program. 

Corrections will refine its categories of physical fitness permits to 
separately identify the team sports program so that these more 
stringent requirements are appropriately targeted.   

5. That the Ministerial Community Advisory Committee’s 
(MCAC’s) remit is broadened so that it considers all 
applications for a recreation permit (or participation on a 
program that will involve multiple recreation permits for 
each temporary absence from the prison) for an offender 
who has been sentenced for the offences of 
manslaughter, culpable driving or dangerous driving 
causing death. 

 

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

The Government will add all serious violent offenders, as defined 
in the Corrections Act 1986, to this category.   
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6. That any existing program participation approval for such 
prisoners is revoked (in effect continues to be suspended) 
until: 

(a) the prisoner applies for a new approval; and 

(b) that new application is considered by the MCAC and 
approved by the Assistant Commissioner, Sentence 
Management. 

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

 

7. That no serious violent offender, or offender imprisoned 
for culpable driving or dangerous driving causing death, be 
considered for the football program, or similar recreation 
program, until they have served at least two-thirds of the 
non-parole period of their sentence. 

Support   

 

8. That CV and COVSA: 

(a) undertake an initial scoping exercise to determine 
whether an appropriate balance can be struck as to 
the type of information about prisoners and any 
custodial community permit they have been granted 
(or program they are approved to participate in which 
requires the issuing of such permits) that may be 
disclosed to registered victims under s30A(2) of the 
Corrections Act 1986 taking into account the 
Secretary’s discretion to refuse to disclose information 
that may create a risk to the safety or well-being of the 
prisoner; and 

(b) assuming an appropriate balance can be struck, 
engage with victims representatives (probably through 
the VOCCC) and other stakeholders to develop the 
notification process and the guidelines underpinning it. 

Support in 
principle 

Government intends that a notification process for registered 
victims of those offenders participating in the team sports 
program will be established before this program recommences.   
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9. That, assuming an appropriate balance can be struck 
through the process proposed in recommendation 8: 

(a) the Secretary (or registrar of the victims register) uses 
their discretion under s30A(2) of the Corrections Act 
1986 to inform victims about the granting of custodial 
community permits (or approval to participate on 
programs that requires the issuing of such permits); 

(b) this discretion be directed by guidelines that clarify the 
types of cases in which registered victims will be 
informed, whether or not such victims must elect to 
receive such notifications (if that is possible under the 
current statutory framework) and the nature of the 
information that is disclosed; and 

(c) such guidelines be published on an appropriate web 
site. 

Support Government acknowledges that it may still be of value to victims 
to explore options for meaningful victim engagement following 
the sentencing process in future. The Government will consult 
with victims of crime on whether a victim engagement process 
could be developed. If a viable scheme is developed, this may 
lead to legislative amendment.   

10. That recommendations 8 and 9 form ‘stage 2’ of the 
suggested reforms and recommendations 4-7 are acted 
on before the work on stage 2 is completed so that the 
recommencement of the community permit programs is 
not dependent on the development of this new process. 

Support in 
principle 

Government intends that a notification process for registered 
victims of those offenders participating in the team sports 
program will be established before this program recommences.    

11. That the Corrections Act 1986 not be amended to 
establish a scheme under which registered victims can 
make submissions to the Secretary (or his or her delegate) 
in relation to the granting of custodial community permits. 

Under 
consideration. 

Government acknowledges that it may still be of value to victims 
to explore options for meaningful victim engagement following 
the sentencing process in future. The Government will consult 
with victims of crime on whether a victim engagement process 
could be developed. If a viable scheme is developed this may 
lead to legislative amendment. 

12. That CV consider its website, and whether it could provide 
more over-arching information about the principles and 
purposes of the corrections system and more information 
of specific interest to victims. 

Support This will be undertaken during 2019. 

13. That CV work with the COVSA and the VOCCC to develop 
a resource for victims that explains how the correctional 
system works, and that provides some information about 

Support This will be undertaken during 2019. 
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the offender’s likely progress within the system. 

14. That this resource include an explanation of: 

(a) the custodial community permit scheme and that it can 
result in prisoners participating in activities outside a 
prison before the end of their non-parole period; and 

(b) a registered victim’s right to be informed of potential 
temporary release under a permit (or program 
requiring the issue of permits) once recommendations 
8 to 10 have been implemented. 

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

15. That, as part of re-considering its website as proposed in 
recommendation 12, CV consider publishing a description 
of the programs that it conducts that allow prisoners to 
participate in activities in the community.   

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

16. That CV publish its revised operational guidelines for 
community custodial permits on its website. 

Support  This will be undertaken during 2019. 

Suggestion 2 

That CV considers investigating and developing or seizing 
more opportunities to establish sports and similar programs for 
female prisoners. 

Support  This will be considered during 2019. 

 

 


