
Bridging  
the Gap
A Release Transition 
Support Program for 
Victorian Prisoners

Conditions of Participation
Participation in the Bridging the Gap program 
is voluntary. However participants will need to 
agree to participate in all components of the 
program, including demonstrating a commitment 
to addressing their drug and alcohol issues 
both prior to and after their release. Prisoners 
who wish to address isolated issues should be 
referred to other programs. 

The Victorian Government 
Drug Initiative and the 
Corrections Long Term 
Management Strategy
Bridging the Gap is funded through the Victorian 
Government Drug Initiative (VGDI). This 
aims to reduce drug related harm through a 
range of treatment programs, drug strategies, 
management of offending behaviour and 
research. The BTG program also forms part 
of the Corrections Long Term Management 
Strategy (CLTMS). This is a comprehensive 
strategy to redevelop Victoria’s corrections 
system through the construction of new prisons 
and the largest prisoner rehabilitation and prison 
diversion programs ever undertaken in Victoria.

Two key elements of the CLTMS are:

1.  the development of a comprehensive  
suite of prison-based programs to reduce  
re-offending; and 

2.  substantially enhanced efforts to prepare 
prisoners for their return to the community 
and support them after release

Bridging the Gap is just one of these programs. 

Other transitional programs directly funded under 
the CLTMS which complement the Bridging the 
Gap program are: 

1.  the Transitional Housing Management -
Corrections Housing Pathways Initiative 
(THM-CHPI) which targets prisoners at high 
risk of homelessness upon release; and 

2.  the Correctional Services Employment Pilot 
Program (CSEPP) which aims to assist 
prisoners and offenders to become job ready 
whilst still in prison and to find and maintain  
a job upon release.

For Further Information 
Please speak with the Programs  
staff at your prison or contact:

Corrections Victoria Tel (03) 9627-6690

Service providers: 

ACSO/AVWWA 
Level 4, 355 Spencer St  
WEST MELBOurnE VIC 8001 
Tel (03) 9320-4000

VACRO 
Level 1, 116 Hardware St  
MELBOurnE VIC 3000 
Tel (03) 9602-1366

The Brosnan Centre 
10 Dawson St  
BrunSWICk VIC 3056 
Tel (03) 9387-1233

WISE Employment 
285 racecourse rd  
FLEMInGTOn VIC 3031 
Tel (03) 9372-1055

Turning Point Alcohol and Drug Centre 
54-62 Gertrude St  
FITzrOy VIC 3065 
Tel (03) 8413-8413



The Bridging the Gap Program 
provides transitional support for 
prisoners with significant substance 
abuse issues during the challenging 
process of re-integration into the 
community.
The program is an intensive support program for 
high risk and high need prisoners who have drug 
and alcohol issues and who have served a prison 
term. The program is intended to provide support  
to participants in the weeks and months leading up 
to and after release by assisting them to address 
their needs. Areas of support include: 

• access to drug and alcohol treatment,

• accommodation, 

• education, 

• health, 

• training and employment, 

• family reconciliation, and 

• child care and custody. 

Program Goals
The ultimate goals of Bridging the Gap are to 
reduce: 

• the risk of post-release overdose and death,

• the risk of re-offending and re-imprisonment,

•  the harm associated with the use of alcohol  
and other drugs. 

Bridging the Gap (BTG)

All female prisoners Turning Point Alcohol  
and Drug Centre

Male prisoners aged  
17-25 at all male prisons

The Brosnan Centre

All prisoners aged over 
25 at the Melbourne 
Assessment Prison

WISE Employment

Prisoners aged over  
25 years at:  
H.M Prison Ararat 
H.M Prison Beechworth 
H.M Prison Bendigo  
H.M Prison Dhurringile 
H.M Prison Langi kal kal 
Port Phillip Prison 

The Victorian Association 
for the Care and 
resettlement of 
Offenders (VACrO)

Prisoners aged over  
25 years including  
Indo-Chinese prison-
ers and prisoners with 
mental health issues at:  
H.M Prison Barwon 
Fulham Correctional 
Centre 
H.M Prison Loddon

Australian Community 
Support Organisation 
(ACSO) and The 
Australian Vietnamese 
Women’s Welfare 
Association (AVWWA)

BTG is an intensive support program for high risk 
prisoners with drug and alcohol issues.

Service Providers
Five community agencies with experience working 
with offenders and their families deliver the service 
to specific prison locations and prisoners. 

The providers are as follows: 

Who is Eligible for  
Bridging the Gap
Eligible prisoners for the Bridging the Gap 
program are: 

•  Sentenced prisoners who are within 12 weeks  
of their expected release date and have histories 
of abusing drugs and alcohol; 

•  Prisoners considered at high risk of re-offending 
or who have served a number of short term 
sentences; and

•  The program specifically targets prisoners who 
are at risk of drug related harm or death once 
released from prison

Those who are not eligible include: 

• Prisoners with a history of sex offences 

• Prisoners with outstanding criminal charges 

•  Prisoners who intend to live outside Victoria 
once they are released

The BTG program has a limited number of places 
available at any one time. Therefore, places will  
be allocated according to the priority of the 
prisoners’ needs.


