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	Medical Emergency – 

Where a prisoner seeks not to be resuscitated

	Section
	5. Healthcare Services

	CR Number
	5.1.2
	Current Issue Date
	February 2020

	Legislation & Policy 
	Corrections Act 1986

	Standard
	Safety and Security Services - Safety

	Attachments
	Nil

	Forms
	Nil


1 PURPOSE
To reinforce that all General Managers have a duty to provide first aid and resuscitation to prisoners in the event of a medical emergency, irrespective of whether the prisoner has articulated to prison staff, that they do not wish to be treated or resuscitated.
2 REQUIREMENT

In the event that a prisoner suffers an injury, or any other medical emergency occurs, General Managers will ensure first aid and resuscitation are provided in accordance with relevant Operating Procedures.  
3 GUIDING PRINCIPLE
The Corrections Act 1986 places a duty of care upon the State in relation to prisoners. As such, if a medical emergency arises, prison staff are required to call health care professionals for medical assistance and take reasonable steps to administer first aid and resuscitation, until a qualified health professional arrives.
4 CONTEXT
It is possible that prisoners may indicate a wish not to be resuscitated or receive medical treatment. This may be communicated verbally or in writing in the form of a Statutory Declaration or through an enduring Power of Attorney.  Regardless of such communication or declaration, prison staff are still bound by a duty of care to ensure that prisoners have access to necessary medical treatment, and to ensure that first aid and resuscitation is provided, until such time when health professionals assume control.  Decisions regarding appropriate treatment (i.e. whether resuscitation should continue) are then the responsibility of the treating health professional.
5 INSTRUCTION
5.1 Protocol
5.1.1 If a prisoner suffers an injury or medical condition that renders them unconscious, and health care staff are not immediately available, prison staff must provide first aid and administer resuscitation until an appropriately qualified health professional arrives. 
5.1.2 If a prisoner is injured but conscious, prison staff must offer assistance and contact health professionals if required.  The prisoner has the right to refuse the assistance offered. However, even if the prisoner has indicated they do not wish to be resuscitated or has given Power of Attorney to another person to make medical decisions on their behalf, medical assistance must still be offered and health professionals must still be contacted.

5.1.3 In the event that a prisoner is resuscitated and is then able to indicate that they do not wish to receive further assistance, the treating health professional will consider the prisoners direct request according to health service policies and procedures.
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